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FM AMEMBASSY MEXICO 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1814 

UNCLAS MEXICO 12608 

EO 11652:N/A 

TAGS: NARCOTICS - "PERCY AMENDMENT" 

REF: MEXICO 05684 

1 . A VERY HIGH OFFICIAL OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S (AG) 

OFFICE TELEPHONED EMBASSY MORNING OF AUGUST ONE TO SAY 
THAT ON HIS RETURN FROM A TEN-DAY ABSENCE, HE FOUND 

A REPORT FROM MEXICAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON THAT AN AMEND- 
MENT SPONSORED BY SENATOR PERCY WOULD CUT FUNDS TO GOM 
ERADICATION PROGRAM UNLESS GOM CEASED USING PARAQUAT. 

2. THE OFFICIAL SAID GOM WANTED EMBASSY TO BE AWARE OF 
FOLLOWING POINTS : 

(A) GOM, AT USG INVITATION, SENT A TEAM OF ITS HERBICIDE 
SPECIALISTS TO WASHINGTON FOR MEETING WITH USG SPECIALISTS 
FROM STATE, AGRICULTURE, EPA, AND HEW. 

(B) GOM SPECIALISTS RETURNED WITH CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT 
USG INVESTIGATION OF POSSIBLE EFFECTS TO HEALTH OF THOSE 

WHO MIGHT USE MARIJUANA SPRAYED WITH PARAQUAT WAS SHALLOW 
AND INCONCLUSIVE. 

(C) GOM SPECIALISTS NEVERTHELESS ASKED USG SPECIALISTS TO 
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SUGGEST ALTERNATE HERBICIDES WHICH ARE SUPERIOR TO PARAQUAT 
AS FAR AS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS AND EFFECTIVENESS 
ARE CONCERNED. GOM SPECIALISTS RECEIVED NO DEFINITIVE 
ANSWERS AND WERE TOLD THAT LITTLE WAS KNOWN ABOUT EFFECTS 
OF SMOKING MARIJUANA SPRAYED WITH ANY HERBICIDE. 

(D) THE OFFICIAL REITERATED THAT MEXICO'S INTERNAL DRUG 
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PROBLEM CENTERED ON MARIJUANA AND THAT GOM HAD A RE- 
SPONSIBILITY TO ITS OWN CITIZENS TO DEVOTE ITS RESOURCES 
TO THE DESTRUCTION OF MARIJUANA. THUS FAR. USG COOPERATION 
MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR MEXICO TO ATTACK ITS OWN PROBLEM, 
MARIJUANA, IN A MORE EFFECTIVE MANNER WHILE 
SIMULTANEOUSLY ATTACKING THE OPIUM POPPY WHICH 
IS OF PRIMARY CONCERN TO THE U.S. HOWEVER, SHOULD THE 
USG CEASE TO PROVIDE RESOURCES FOR THE ERADICATION CAM- 
PAIGN, HE SAID MEXICO WOULD HAVE TO DEVOTE ITS RESOURCES 
PRIMARILY TO ERADICATION OF MARIJUANA, USING PARAQUAT 
OR WHATEVER OTHER HERBICIDE IS SUPERIOR AS CONCERNS 
EFFECTIVENESS AND THE ENVIRONMENT. 

3. COMMENT: THE OFFICIAL SOUNDED BOTH PERPLEXED AND 
DISGUSTED THAT USG WOULD, WITHOUT MEANINGFUL TEST DATA, 
REQUIRE GOM TO ABANDON USE OF PARAQUAT WHEN THE USG'S 
OWN ENVIRONMENTAL, HEALTH, AND AGRICULTURAL EXPERTS HAVE 
BREN UNABLE TO RECOMMEND MORE SUITABLE PRODUCT. HE 
REFERRED BACK TO ATTORNEY GENERAL'S LETTER TO THE 
AMBASSADOR (TEXT REFTEL) AND TO PREVIOUS CONVERSATIONS 
ON THIS SUBJECT IN WHICH HE WONDERED WHETHER USG WAS 
INDEED SERIOUS ABOUT NARCOTICS CONTROL. PURPOSE 
OF CALL WAS CLEARLY TO LET US KNOW THAT POPPY ERADICA- 
TION WOULD SUFFER IF USG WITHHOLDS FUNDS FOR COMBINED 
MARIJUANA/POPPY ERADICATION PROGRAM. LUCEY 

UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FUND ALLOTMENT, DRUG CONTROL, CROP DESTRUCTION, GOVERNMENT REACTIONS, UPPER HOUSE, AMENDMENTS, 
HERBICIDES 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 03 aug 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978MEXICO12608 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: n/a 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D78031 8-0678 
Format: TEL 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t1 978081 03/aaaadict.tel 

Line Count: 86 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 9f130358-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 MEXICO 5684 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24jun 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1548645 
Secure: OPEN 

Status: <DBA CHANGED> VJT 20041103 
Subject: NARCOTICS - V’PERCY AMENDMENT/" 

TAGS: SNAR, MX, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/9f1 30358-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 201 4 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



